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URBAN GRID
The project propose the opportunity to remember the urban 
history of the city through the planning of grid of foundation. 
At the same time the building records the different align
ment of the waterfront, due to the presence of rocky relief 
of the park. 
The construction has the same height of buildings of the 
urban front and, through its visual transparency, always 
leaves a glimpse of the system of urban relationships.

MOBILITY
The building becomes part of a complex system of relation
ships by offering accessibility articulated by both the city 
and the sea. It provides the ability to distinguish the  various 
streams thanks to the different odds, passages, areas 
covered and the simplicity of the arrangement. 
A variety of paths through the museum in many directions, 
connec ting the park to the sea and to the rest of the city. In 
this way articulated urban spaces are defined to achieve 
events integrated with the city.
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A SOCIAL SPACE
The building has a dual nature: by means the evidence of the 
large covered structure it becomes a landmark for the urban 
and social life and with the variety of structures built under the 
roofing it is functional to host many events reproducing the 
complexity of the city.
The building is characterized by an extensive system of pe
destrian ways at different heights. These paths go through the 
museum in many directions, connecting the park to the sea 
and to the rest of the city. Thus articulated urban spaces are 
set to host events throughout different seasons.

MAP OF URBAN GRID SYSTEM MAP OF FLOW MOBILITY MAP OF URBAN PUBLIC SPACES
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1. RELATION WITH THE CITY
“[…] Situated on the waterfront, 
close to Helsinki’s historic center 
and the park, the Guggenheim 
Helsinki would exert a powerful 
influence over its context […].”
(from Competition Conditions at 
page 15)

The project proposes a connec
tion with the history of the city 
through geometries that relate to 
the urban foundation of Helsinki. 
At same time the building records 
the diffe rent alignment of the wa
terfront. The construction has the 
same height of buildings of the 
urban front and, through its visual 
transpa rency, leaves always a 
glimpse of the system of urban re
lationships.
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2. MULTIPLE ACCESSIBILITY
“[…] Access: The key pedestrian 
approach to the site would be 
from the north […] Further ped
estrian and cycle access would 
be from either direction […] There 
could also be the opportunity to 
c reate pedestrian access from the 
western city […].” (fromCompeti
tion Conditions at page 69)

The building is part of a complex 
system of relationships by offering 
accessibility articulated by both the 
city and the sea. It provides the 
ability to distinguish the various 
streams thanks to the different 
odds, passages, areas covered 
and the simplicity of the arrange
ment.
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3. A BUILDING FOR THE CITY
“[…] A key aspect of the project 
is to create a center of education 
[…] Through its exhibitions and 
educationalinitiatives,[…]itwould
also be an important dynamic so
cialspace[…].”(fromCompetition
Conditions at page 21)

The building has a dual nature: 
by means of the evidence of the 
large covered structure it becomes 
a landmark for the urban and so
cial life and with the variety of 
structures built under the roofing it 
is functional to host many events 
reproducing the complexity of the 
city.
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4. A GREAT UNIFYING ROOF
“[…] The spaces are divided into
two categories: assigned areas 
related to a specificmuseum […]
Unassigned areas include lobbies, 
circulation spaces, restrooms […] 
Appropriate space for outdoor 
exhibitions and dining should be 
provided as part of the design
[…].”(fromCompetitionConditions
at page 55)

The great architectural element 
of the roofing unifies and protects 
the different functions and the buil
dings below. These buildings are 
built using lightweight and prefa
bricated materials (i.e. timber) and 
they may be renewed periodically 
 like pavilions  with projects of dif
ferent designers.
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5. A SYSTEM OF PATHS
“[…] There are also  opportunities 
to link the proposed museum 
to the park by incorporating pe
destrian bridges and pathways 
betweenthem.Themuseumcould
alsoprovideoutdoorseasonalpro
gramming […] that would enhance 
the link to the park […].” (from
Competition Conditions at page 
42)

The building is characterized by 
an extensive system of pedestrian 
ways at differe nt heights. These 
paths go through the museum in 
many directions, connecting the 
park to the sea and to the rest of 
the city. Thus articulated urban 
spaces are set to host events 
throughout different seasons.
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6. HIGH FLEXIBILITY
“[…] Exhibition galleries should 
be flexible […] Accessible walls
around the perimeter of the gal
leries should be considered for the 
distribution […] The spaces should 
be permeable, with walls added or 
removed as needed […].” (from
Competition Conditions at page 
57)

The building set for the exhibitions 
is characterized by high flexibility. 
The whole structure can be modi
fied, even by changing the heights 
of the floors; stairways and pas
sageways are perimeter and there 
are vertically sliding walls that 
define spaces according to the dif
ferent exhibition needs.
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The project propose the 
opportunity to remember the 
urban history of the city through 
the grid plan of the foundation. 
At the same time the building 
records the different alignment 
of the waterfront, due to the 
presence of rocky relief of the 
park. 
The construction has the same 
height of the buildings of the 
urban front and, through its 
visual transparency, leaves 
aways a glimpse of the system 
of urban relationships.

URBAN GRID 

The building becomes part of a 
complex system of relationships 
offering an articulated 
accessibility by both the city and 
the sea. It provides the ability to 
distinguish the various streams 
thanks to the different odds, 
passages, covered areas and 
the simplicity of the arrangement. 
A variety of paths through the
museum in many directions, 
connecting the park to the sea 
and to the rest of the city. In this 
articulated way urban spaces 
are defined to achieve events 
integrated with the city.

MOBILITY 

The building has a dual nature: 
by means the evidence of 
the large covered structure 
becomes a landmark for the 
urban and social life and with the 
variety of structures built under 
the roofing it is functional to host 
many events reproducing the 
complexity of the city.
The building is characterized 
by an extensive system of 
pedestrian ways at different 
heights. These paths go through 
the museum in many directions, 
connecting the park to the sea 
and to the rest of the city. Thus 
articulated urban spaces are 
set to host events throughout 
different seasons.

A SOCIAL SPACE
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RELATION WITH THE CITY

A BUILDING FOR THE CITY A SYSTEM OF PATHS

HIGH FLEXIBILITY

A GREAT UNIFYING ROOF

MULTIPLE ACCESSIBILITY

The project propose a connection with the history of the city through geometries related to the urban foundation of Helsinki. At the same time the building records the different alignment of the waterfront. The 
construction has the same height of buildings of the urban front and, through its visual transparency, leaves always a glimpse of the system of urban relationships.

The great architectural element of the roofing unifies and protects the different functions and the buildings below. These buildings are built using lightweight and prefabricated materials (i.e. timber) and they 
may be periodically renewed - like pavilions - with projects of different designers.

The building becomes part of a complex system of relationships by offering accessibility both from the city and the sea. It provides the ability to distinguish the various streams thanks to different odds, 
passages, covered areas and the simplicity of the arrangement.

The building has a dual nature: by means the evidence of the large covered structure becomes a landmark for the urban and social life and, with the variety of structures built under the roofing, it is functional 
to host many events reproducing the complexity of the city.

The building is characterized by an extensive system of pedestrian ways at different heights. These paths go through the museum in many directions, connecting the park to the sea and to the rest of the city. 
Thus articulated urban spaces are set to host events throughout different seasons.

The building sets for the exhibitions is characterized by high flexibility. The whole structure can be modified, even by changing the heights of the floors; stairways and passageways are perimeter and there are 
vertically sliding walls that define spaces according to the different exhibition needs.
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The technological solution of the double skin 
perimetral walls follows the indications of the 
most innovative best practices, providing the 
whole plant system required for the museal 
machinery opertions.
This arrangement permits to define an entirely 
empty interior space, allowing to foster 
experimentations of the outfitting.

The solar glasshouses are oriented towards 
South-East. Inside are potted some sutochton 
plants with the aim of purifying the air, 
meanwhile a domotic system controls interior 
temperature and humidity compared to 
esternal and inner solar glasshouses.
On the west facade other solar glasshouses 
are placed at fixed spots to actively contribute 
to the protected climatic system.

DOUBLE SKIN

SOLAR GLASSHOUSES

The schemes of the insolation during the 
winter and summer solstices indicate:
-  clear days in winter;
-  cloudy days in summer;
-  a low position of the sun on the horizon in 
winter time (8°) and a high position (50°) in 
summer
- dominant sea-winds from the South for the 
most part of the year (except for January with 
winds from North and Mach with winds from 
North-West)

An high-performance shell is essential to take 
advantage of these supplies, reaching the 
objectives of the project: energy conservation, 
consumption decreasing, building 
management and maintenance simplification. 
That purposes guarantee no interference 
between the exhibition and other activities, 
spreading the best comfort to both visitors and 
employees.

SUN SCHEMES

The light catched from the top through filters 
as solar chimneys is required to illuminate the 
museum walls with a widespread glow at 500 
lux.
That chimneys are placed in correspondance 
with the band at the top of the covering 
structure, where transparent elements receive 
as much light as possible.
Sunscreen louvers operate reflecting the low-
rise sun during winter in order to increase the 
enlightenment of the spaces under the roof 
and into the conference hall.
We imagine surfaces with the feature of 
reflecting, radiating, colouring the light to 
improve psychic comfort of the Finnish.

The Trombe wall helps, through the agency 
of channels with variable diameters, to ease 
the discharge of the air and to mantain fixed 
temperature and humidity, even during the 
hard winter of Helsinki.

ENLIGHTENING

THE TROMBE WALL

The building set for the exhibitions is 
characterized by high flexibility. The whole 
structure can be modified, even by changing 
the heights of the floors; stairways and 
passageways are perimeter and there are 
vertically sliding walls that define spaces 
according to the different exhibition needs.

FLEXIBILITY

EXPLODED AXONOMETRIC WINTER SOLSTICE 

WINTER SOLAR RADIATION

HEATING SYSTEM

SUMMER SOLSTICE

SUMMER SOLAR RADIATION

LIGHTING SYSTEM


